Evaluation of the age of subdural hematomas by computerized tomography.
The computerized tomography (CT) scans of 50 patients with surgically proven subdural hematomas were subdivided into three groups on the basis of the attenuation coefficients of the subdural fluid collections: 28% were more dense, 24% isodense, and 48% less dense than the surrounding brain. The 42 patients with the available data were then subdivided into three groups; acute, subacute, and chronic, according to the time interval between trauma or duration of symptoms and date of CT scanning. Subdural hematomas were found to be hyperdense in 100% of acute patients, isodense in 70% of the subacute group, and hypodense in 76% of the chronic group.